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Abstract

Legal scholars have some internal assumptions and preconceptions about
international law which seem obvious to them. Methodology is the standard by
which a researcher chooses a comprehensive theoretical framework and
applies it to concrete situations. Methodology as the application of schools of
thought to concrete situations is one of the theoretical connotations of this
concept that has not been duly examined in Iranian legal literature. While
explaining the old approaches to methodology as well as the new one, the
authors invite the Iranian legal scholars to reflect on their theoretical
assumptions about international law and apply them systematically in their
field of inquiry. Further, given that the majority of the PhD students of Tehran
public universities did not expressly identify their underlying methodological
assumptions in their PhD research projects, it is strongly recommended in this
article that all PhD candidates should be methodologically self-aware and also
be able to defend the methodologies that they take to their analysis.
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