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Abstract

Since the establishment of modern international law following the conclusion
of the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 until nearly half a century ago, states were
considered as the sole subjects of international law, thus enjoying international
legal personality. However, the number of entities playing influential roles has
increased, and among them, Non-State Armed Groups (NSAGSs) are of great
importance due to their growing participation in armed conflicts. The active
participation of these entities in conflicts raises the question of their legal
personality in the international legal sphere, which is still predominately state-
centric. Answering this question is important because it determines the first
step towards acquiring rights and obligations under the structure of
international law. Consequently, the possibility of considering secondary rules
as a guarantee against the neglect of international obligations depends on
having an international legal personality. This article examines the legal
personality of NSAGs in international law with an emphasis on the situation
in Yemen. It concludes that the evolution of the personality of these groups
may play an important role in holding them internationally responsible.
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